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More than two years have passed since 
Russia's invasion of Ukraine. Although 
accurate casualty figures are difficult to 
ascertain, well over half a million people 
have been killed or wounded, and many 
more displaced. 

The war has passed through several phases, 
from the initial stalled Russian invasion and 
Ukrainian counter-attacks, a long period of 
grinding Russian attritional attacks, the 
failed Ukrainian 2023 offensive, and the 
defeat of the Russian Black Sea fleet. 

Russia currently controls 18 percent of Ukraine’s territory and appears to have the military initiative. 
Ukraine’s victory, and maybe even survival, depends on Western support that appears susceptible to 
Russian propaganda. Russian victory may be equally difficult with few options acceptable to the 
Kremlin other than a long war with high human, social and economic costs. 

So how might the war progress from here? Can either side see their way to victory? Can the war be 
contained? What might be the long-term impact on Russia? 
 

AIIA Victoria invites you to join Richard Iron for a further appraisal of the military strategies and the 
possible courses of the Ukraine conflict. 

 
Richard Iron CMG OBE is President of AIIA Victoria. He previously served in 
the British Army in Northern Ireland, the Falkland Islands, Oman, the Balkans, 
Sierra Leone and Iraq. He was a visiting fellow at the Changing Character of War 
programme at the University of Oxford and was lead editor of British Generals in 
Blair's Wars, and How Wars End: Theory and Practice. 
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