
        

 
 

BOOK ONLINE HERE 
AIIA Victoria gratefully acknowledges the Walter Mangold Trust Fund for its ongoing support of our young members 

In-person: AIIA Premium members free. AIIA Members $20. AIIA Students free. Non-Members $30. Student Non-Members $10 

Webinar: Free for all AIIA members. Student Non-Members $5. Non-Members $10 
 

Registered Office: Dyason House, 124 Jolimont Road, East Melbourne, VIC 3002 
Telephone (03) 9654 7271     Email: events.vic@internationalaffairs.org.au  

 Website: www.internationalaffairs.org.au/victoria 

 

Meet the Ambassador – Germany  
 

HE Dr Markus Ederer, Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany  
in conversation with John Richardson 

 

Monday 28 November: 10:30 am for 11am – 12 pm AEDT at  Dyason House, 124 Jolimont Road, East Melbourne 
 
Germany is facing unprecedented challenges leading it to 
revaluate established policies on security and energy. It has been 
an important driver of the EU response to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, agreeing to change its long-standing policy not to supply 
armaments to active combatant states, announcing significant 
reinvestment in its own military, and shelving the Nord Stream II 
pipeline that was to add to the infrastructure for natural gas 
delivery from Russia.  
 
Likewise, Germany is having to refocus beyond its role as a key pillar of the European Union and a 
proponent of climate change action to broader international security interests and the Indo-Pacific 
where relations are being enhanced, following policy guidelines published in 2020 and recently 
updated. For the first time Germany will also produce a National Security Strategy and a China 
Strategy both to be forthcoming in the months ahead. 
 
70 years since the establishment of diplomatic relations between Australia and Germany, both 
countries are continuously upgrading their bilateral relationship, following the signing of an Enhanced 
Strategic Relationship agreement in June 2021. An ever closer partnership in the field of clean energy 
and expanding defence cooperation are part of that agenda, the latter exemplified by  a German 
frigate visit to Fremantle in September 2021 and German air force participation in Pitch Black exercises 
in the Northern Territory earlier this year. 
 
The new German Chancellor, Olaf Scholz, referred to this shift in foreign and security policy as 
‘Zeitenwende’ —a change in the spirit of the times. But what are the implications of this change for 
Germany, for the EU and NATO, and the Indo-Pacific?  
 
In this next instalment of our Meet the Ambassador series, AIIA Victoria invites you to join HE Dr 
Markus Ederer in conversation with former ambassador and current Vice-President of AIIA Victoria, 
Mr John Richardson.   

HE Dr Markus Ederer is a career diplomat and has served at German embassies 
in Canada (1990) and Russia (1990-1993) and as Ambassador of the European 
Union to China & Mongolia (2011-2014) and most recently to the Russian 
Federation (2017-2022). He has held numerous assignments in the German 
diplomatic service, including Head of Cabinet, Special Coordinator of the Stability 
Pact for South Eastern Europe (1999-2002), Director-General, Head of Policy 
Planning (2005-2010) and State Secretary (2014-2017) at the Federal Foreign 
Office in Berlin. He holds qualifications from University of Passau and University of 
Miami and is fluent in English, German, Russian and French. He has an array of 
experience in the fields of international security, economic policy, and public 
diplomacy. 


