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The Populism Trap: How the Rise of Mob Orators 
Shapes International Cooperation 

Dr. Alexandra Homolar, University of Warwick 
 

Thursday 2 March: 5.30pm for 6-7pm AEDT at Dyason House, 124 Jolimont Road, East Melbourne 
 

The rise of nationalist populism in the US and elsewhere 
has emerged as a key challenge to the Western-centric 
liberal international order in the 21st century. A basic 
antagonism of the ‘people’ versus the ‘elite’ has become 
projected onto the international sphere to reject 
cooperative policies, ideologies, institutions, and 
organisations that are declared as both unjust and holding 
down the ‘true’ people.  
 
Reinforcing a trend towards multipolarity, the professed 
foreign policy direction by former President Trump aimed to force a rupture to existing 
international and external arrangements and policies in the name of reclaiming national 
sovereignty and to re-establish American greatness.  
 
While some perceive that the immediate threat posed by former President Trump and his MAGA 
movement to representative democracy in America has receded with their loss of electoral power 
over the last two years, populist mobilisation of anti-elitism and anti-globalism from the right has 
not.  
 
To what extent has the rhetoric that helped elect the former TV celebrity in 2016 been reproduced 
by his opponents, including his successor to America’s highest office, Joe Biden? And how do 
they continue to shape US foreign and domestic politics? 
 
AIIA Victoria invites you to join Alexandra Homolar for her insights and to discuss her forthcoming 
book The Uncertainty Doctrine: Narrative Politics and US Hard Power after the Cold 
War (Cambridge University Press, 2023). 
  

Dr Alexandra Homolar is Reader of International Security at the 
University of Warwick, United Kingdom. She is releasing a new book 
titled The Uncertainty Doctrine: Narrative Politics and US 
Hard Power after the Cold War (Cambridge University Press, 
2023) and a volume co-edited with Brent J. Steele on Ontological 
Insecurities and the Politics of Contemporary Populism 
(Routledge, 2023). She currently holds a Leverhulme Research 
Fellowship for her project, Populist Fantasyland, and is also the lead 
of Speaking International Security at Warwick and co-lead of the 
Research in Global Governance Network.  
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